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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 132 


[Abstract:] Complaints of the alleged alteration in Statement of Medals manufactured... 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
July 17, 1884 


My dear Col. Snowden: 


I do not like to complain or find fault when it can be avoided, but I think that I should call 
your attention, at least in an unofficial manner, to a recent occurrence. 


Referring to your official letter of the 14th instant returning your annual statement of 
gold, silver and bronze medals manufactured with the information that you found no error in the 
same, and requesting that the accountant of this Office should go over it again, I would say that I 
find upon examination of the copy of this statement which was made and carefully compared in 
this Office before it was returned to you for correction, that a change has been made at your Mint 
by the person to whom it was referred for correction in the number of Massachusetts 
Horticultural Society Silver medals, manufactured during the year, the figure of which were 
changed from twenty-one to thirty-one. Of the truth of this there is no doubt, and I call your 
attention to the fact that this Office may not be placed in a wrong light. 


We are all liable to err, and when we make an error here we are willing to admit it. It is 
seldom we find any errors in statements from your Mint, but when we do find an error in a 
statement, and return it for correction, we dislike very much that corrections should be made on 
it and then returned to us with the statement that no error could be found. I know that this is not 
your fault, but it is the fault of the clerk who made the correction. 


Very truly, 
R.E. Preston 


Col. A. Loudon Snowden, 
Philadelphia. 


